
Clint Loper, co-founder @WalkBikeSchools met with Seattle Schools Superintendent Banda on 10-25-12. Here 
is what he found out: 
 

• Superintendent Banda has dedicated the last Thursday of every month for 15-minute public 
appointments. You can sign up by calling his office: (206) 252-0180. Next appointments are 11-29-12.  

• Please look at Portland Family-Friendly maps created for nearly 100 Portland schools 
http://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/49335 

• Walk Bike Schools is a close partner of Seattle Neighborhood Greenways. 
 
Clint recommends all Greenway groups with schools along their Greenway help to inform SPS about getting 
kids to school by walking and biking.  
 
Clint laid out some requirements for success in getting kids walking and biking to school:  
• The superintendent and SPS 
administration should be a leader with a 
strong voice to promote sustainable 
transportation.  
• Schools should strive to get families out 
of cars and even out of buses where 
possible, and traveling to school under 
their own power. 
• The District needs to implement the new 
transportation services plan policy that 
calls for walking school buses at each 
school, and focus on the crossing guard 
program, as well as consistent "hand 
count" surveys at all schools to monitor 
how kids are getting to school.  
• Schools also need to build on that policy, 
to embrace biking as well as walking, and 
to expand walk-to-school encouragement 
beyond just walking school buses.  
• Clint suggested the District should have dedicated staff for Safe Routes to School support. They should 
partner with, but not solely rely on, volunteer parents and community organizations.  
• Schools should expand and improve their crossing guard program. The District needs more guards, with better 
training (some are great, some aren't). 
• Schools should develop incentives and support programs to get more teachers and other staff walking and 
biking. These folks are such powerful role models for our kids. This could include secure bike parking, 
changing areas, stipends for walking or biking to work, etc.  
• Schools should establish programs and funding for better infrastructure such as bike parking. Maybe even find 
room in the BEX levy for walk and bike schools if approved. 
 
For these programs to be successful, we will need a strong partnership between the District, the City, the 
individual schools, non-profit organizations like Seattle Neighborhood Greenways, Feet First, Bike Alliance, 
and Cascade, and the parents and families!  
 
Superintendent Banda seemed interested and Walk Bike Schools plans to follow up. I suggested among other 
things he might want to meet with other school organizers or come join out for a bike- or walk-to-school event.  
Office hours are every last Thursday... give the superintendent's office a call and get on his calendar and tell him 
what you think!! 


